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[The story takes place in Kenya in the early 1950s.]

A postcard came airmai l  f rorn London.

>ear vLc awd Deepa,
We'ye havLwcj a 'uowderfv'.1LLwçe heret
rtope govt have a swtashLwg hoLLdag tco
l<wa heYLl see aa^ soowl

sag !aw"bo '  ia  r t i tvcc le.

- BLLL an'j lwncc

/ \^  +L^ s ide,  P icadi l ly  Ci rcus in  fu l l  co lour ,  a  c i ty  scene qrander  and in f in i te iy  mcreL . , ' t I  U t E  t U V ç t ù Ç

bust l ing than our  own modest  and qui te  somnolent  K ing Street  roundabout .  Lock,  satd Papa who
was hold ing up the postcard,  the b iggest  c i ty  in  the wor ld

Where s the circus, Papa? I asked him, our self-styied expert on matters English.
Maybe there was a c i rcus there a long t ime ago,  he sard,  t ryrng to  sound conf ic jent  and unable

to hide his uncertainty.
r \ In thar  Doona and I  were gathered round Papa in  the shop por ing wr th h im over  every dota i l

o f  the g lor tous scene.  The b lack tax is ,  a  red double-bus carry ing adver t isements on i ts  s ide,  men
and women in  hats ,  a  red mai lbox,  a  newsagent ,  a l l  the s tore and st reet  s igns.  Papa turned a
wistful eye to Mother, who acknowledged with a smile; i t  was his dearest wish to visit  that centre of
the universe once in  h is  l i fe t ime,  l t  was h is  Mecca,  h is  Varanasi ,  h is  Jerusalem A v is i t  there
conferred status, moreover: you became one of the select group, the London-returned.

r- lo tankorl iha qes{çsrd on the upright behind the table, where i i  stayed for more than a year
proud remrnder  not  on ly  of  h is  yearn ing but  a lso of  h is  European " f r iends"

Bi l l  and Annie had gone wi thout  the i r  parents.  To my parents,  i t  was a s ign of  European
i r responsib i l i ty  that  they could send the i r  ch i ldren on an expensive voyage ancl  yet  run up s izeable
debts in town. Though Mother remembered graciously that Mrs. Bruce did have a wealthy family in
England.  But  how could she a l low hersel f  to  send the ch i ldren by thernselves,  unescor ted,  on a
voyage that took twenty-four hours, with stopovers in strange places? Suppose someone
kidnapped them? Who'd hur t  a  Br i t ish ch i ld ,  Papa snapped in  rep ly ,  they 'd have every pol iceman in
the world looking for them. That privi lege comes from rul ing the world.

I t  was mid Ju ly ,  a  month and a hal f  s ince they had gone.  Six  weeks was an etern i ty  to  a ch i ld  in
those days.  Saturday p layt ime at  our  shopping centre became subdued'  and iack ing in  adventure
I  recal l  Deepa,  Njoroge,  and mysel f  s i t t ing on the cement  f loor  of  the veranda outs ide our  snop,
p lay ing a game of  imagin ing by turns a l l  the exc i t ing th ings our  two f r iends must  be up to  in
London:  r id ing double-buses and tax is ,  v is i t ing a l l  those cast les and palaces and br idges we haC
read about, shopping at wonderful stores spil l ing over with comic books, toffees and chocolates. l f
you ran out of something to say in this game, you were "out"

- r h ^+  ^ ^^+^^ -À  ^ lI  nal poslcaro ci inched the case for my mother. her chi ldren too needed to visit  places during
thei r  vacat ion.  And so i t  was resolved in  our  home that  a l l  o f  us would go to  Nai robi2 and [ /ornbasa
for  the August  ho l idays

The train from Kisumu had come in late and so we left at a l i t t le before dawn from Nakuru,
which was as wel l  because we could see more,  though the Kisumu passengers were i ra te for
having to wake up f i-om iheii '  i 'ocking siurrrbers. We reachecj Naivasha as dawn was breaking
beyond the mounta ins.

How can I  descr ibe that  fee l ing of  look ing out  the s l id ing window above the l i t t le  washbasin,  as
the smal l  second-c lass cabin jost led and bumped a long the ra i ls ,  and tak ing in  deep breaths of  that
cool ,  c lean a i r  and,  s imply ,  wi th  wide hungry eyes absorb ing my wor ld .  l t  was to  become aware of
one 'swor ld ,  PLtysbal ly ,  for thef i rs t t ime,  in  a manner lhad neverdone before,  whose universe had
encompassed'  our  housing estate and my school ,  the shop and my f r iends,  the t ree- l ined st reet
outs ide that  brought  people in  and out  o f  our  ne ighbourhood.  That  scene outs ide the t ra in  window I
can conjure up at  any t ime of  the day or  n ight ;  I  would see,  fee l ,  and exper ience i t  in  s imi iar  ways

I t'  c r r h d r r p d .  â " r ô r  I ' r ê r g S S

2 Nairobi, Mombasa, Nakuru, Kisumu and Naivasha are a1l places in Kenya
' to encompass : to include, to contain
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so frequently in my life; in some esseniial way i i defines me. This was my country-how could it
50 not be? Yes, there was that yearning for England, the land of Annie and Bil l and the Queen, and

for all the exciting, wonderful possibil i t ies of the larger world out there. But this, all around me, was
mrne, where I  belonged with my heart  and soul .

Adapted from M.G. Vassanji, The ln-Between World of Vikram Lafl,2003
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COMPRÉHENSION -  EXPRESSION

Vous traiterez les questions dans l'ordre, en indiquant clairement leur numéro sur votre copie.
Lorsque la réponse doit être développée, le nombre de mots ou d'éléments de réponse sera
indiqué dans la question.
En I'absence d'indications, vous répondrez brièvement (moins de 20 mots) à la question posée.

Quest ions  1 ,2 ,3  and 4 :  focus  on  l ines  1 to  27 .

1.  L ine 1:  "A postcard came airmai l  f rom London."

a) Say who this postcard is addressed to and who is actually looktng at it.

b) Deduce the name of the narrator.

2. Describe the characters'dominant reaction when looking at the postcard.

3. Line '19: "He tacked the postcard on the upright behind his table, where it stayed for more than a
year. . . "

a) Who does "he" refer to?

b) Using elements from the text, f ind three reasons why this character decides to tack and keep
the postcard. (50 / 60 words)

4. a) What aspects of Bil l and Annie's trip to London do the narrator's parenis discuss?
(3 elements)

b) Lines 26-27'. "Who'd hurt a Brit ish child, Papa snapped in reply, they'd have every policeman
in the world looking for them. That privilege comes from ruling the world."
Explain what the father means by that. (40 i 50 words)

Quest ions 5 and 6:  focus on l ines 28to37.

5. a) How does Bil l  and Annie's absence affect Deepa and the narrator's mood and activit ies?

b) What do Deepa and the narrator's activit ies show about their vision of London?

6. a) What decision does the mother make after the postcard has arrived?

b)  Comment ing on the use of  " too"  ( l ine 35)  and "a l l  o f  us"  ( l ine 36) ,  expla in  what  mot ivates her
decision, (40 / 50 words)
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Quest ion 7:  focus on the passage f rom l ine 38 to  the end.

7. a) Say where the narrator is in this passage.

b)  " . . . tak ing in  deep breaths of  that  cool ,  c lean a i r  and,  s imply ,  wi th  wide hungry eyes absorb ing
my world." ( l ines 43-44)
What happens to the narrator at that moment and how does it  affect him for the rest of his l i fe?
(40 I 50 words)

8. Choose one of the fol lowing subjects.
(250 words approximately. Write down the number of words.)

Subject 1
" . . .  i twas h is  dearestwish to  v is i t  that  centre of  the universe once in  h is  l i fe t ime."  ( l ines 16-17)
ls there a place in the world that you would part icularly l ike to visit? Explain why.

Subject 2
"Leaving is more important than arriving". Discuss and i l lustrate, drawing from your experience or
your  readings.

TRADUCTION

Translate into French from line 28 to l ine 34.
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