‘An American Nightmare’ – Tracks 1ères – page 59

Choose the right translation

title
a nightmare:


un beau rêve / un mauvais rêve

l.1
we need to talk :

il faut que nous discutions / nous devons discuter  

l.2
a stage direction :

une indication scénique / vers l’étage supérieur

l.3
a smart kid :


un élégant jeune homme / un garçon intelligent

l.5
he points to the record card :

il pointe le rapport / il désigne le relevé

l.6
this garbage :


cette nullité / cette ordure

l.6
B in Algebra :


‘moyen’ en Algèbre / ‘bien’ en Algèbre

l.7
C in History :


insuffisant en Histoire / moyen en Histoire

l.8 
good grades :


de bons résultats / de bonnes notes

l.9
did you stop trying?:

tu as essayé d’arrêter ? / tu as arrêté d’essayer ?

l.10
to throw away:


de compromettre / de f..... en l’air

l.13
Goddammit !:


Nom de Dieu ! / que Dieu te bénisse !

l.14
achieve your dreams :

finir ton rêve / réaliser ton rêve

l.14
A damn C :


un foutu ‘insuffisant’ / un foutu ‘nul’

l.15
don’t you get it?

tu ne comprends pas ? / tu n’essayes pas ?

l.15
see the big picture :

voir le tableau / regarder le grand écran

l.16
a game :


une course / un jeu

l.17
the best college :

la meilleure fac / le meilleur collège

l.22 
if you keep up with this
si tu continues comme ça / si tu ne changes pas

l.24
miserable, pointless life :
vie sans joie ni but / vie sans argent ni sens

l.25
a crappy appartment :

un appart de m..... / un logement luxueux

l. 32
to get you anywhere :

te mener quelque part / te mener nulle part

l.35
you’re going downhill:

tu progresses / tu régresses

l.35
you’re sinking fast :

tu penses vite / tu coules à pic

l.36
you’re going to fail :

tu vas y arriver / tu vas échouer

l.40
to fail me:


me faire échouer / me décevoir

l.46
I’m not your little pet:

je ne suis pas une peste / je ne suis pas un animal de compagnie


l.47
you may have raised me :
tu m’as peut-être élevé / tu m’as sans doute élevé
 

l.51
you can’t expect me to :
n’attends pas de moi que je ... / n’espère pas que je vais ...

l.51
a genius :


un génie / ingénu

l.59
slacking off :


se relâcher / travailler dur

l.60
messing around:

aller à l’église régulièrement / s’amuser, faire l’idiot

True / false ( modify the sentence when false)
1.  
Harry and walter are neighbours.

2.
Harry is showing Walter a telephone bill.

3.
Harry is happy with Walter’s school results.

4.
Harry’s opinion, Walter will never leave his college.

5.
Harry thinks education is the key to happiness.

6.
Harry blames Walter for spending the entire weekend studying.

7. 
The language Harry uses today reveals he is very calm.

8. 
Walter can’t stand Harry’s lack of ambition.

9.
In fact, Harry wants to relive his life through Walter.

10.
Walter is not as bright as his brothers.

Use the verbs from the list below to complete the sentences

(be careful! you must choose between V and Ving ...)

(A) Harry blames his son Walter for Ving -  (B) Harry would prefer his son to V

achieve his dreams , be a genius , be a smart kid , jeopardize his future , get bad marks , get into a good college , go downhill , have good grades , imitate his father , live a miserable life , lose the game , make an effort , make something of himself , mess around instead of working , realize the seriousness of the situation , share his vision of ambition , slack off , sleep and surf the Net all weekend , try his hardest to succeed , work and study , work harder. 

Circle 6 adjectives which could apply to Harry
aggressive / angry / demanding / kind / money-oriented / proud / rude / self-controlled / selfish / sentimental / sympathetic or compassionate / tolerant

Underline 6 adjectives which could apply to Walter

affectionate / apologetic / ashamed / determined / down-hearted / fearful / independent / lazy / obedient / rebellious / timid / ungrateful

Complete this summary of the text

Harry has just received _________________________ and he discovered that _________________________________________________. So he criticizes Walter for _________________________ and he predicts that he is _________________________. Walter answers that it’s his __________________ and that he has the right to _________________________. But harry considers that to succeed in life, you must _________________________.

The American Dream is the belief of Americans that their country offers opportunities for a good and successful life. For minorities and people coming from abroad to live in America, the dream also includes freedom and equal rights. Hard work leads to good pay, which is the normal aim of life.

Why does Walter speak of the American  Nightmare? 

This document is an extract from a play entitled ‘Scenes From An American Life’. 
Could you have guessed it was a play? 

The author Matt Diamond, describes it as the tragic tale of Walter, a teenage boy who realizes his life is going nowhere yet is helpless to change it. Matt Diamond is 18 years old and lives in New Jersey.

