Tracks 1ère – ‘Franck McCourt on teaching’ – page 39

1 -Vocabulary – Find the words in each paragraph
§1
a barman = 

an advocate = 

children = 

hard = 

the most important =

to face =

to run away =

very sad =

§2

apprendre (élève) =

faire semblant =

faux ! n’importe quoi ! =

franc =

jouer la comédie =

la vérité =

le mensonge =

les devoirs =

petit à petit  =

§3

a film =

attractive, exciting, interesting =

influential =

intelligent , clever = 

low-paid =/=

to play a part / a role  = 

2- Find out in the text 

type of document :

name of the interviewer :

name of the interviewee :

number of classes per week :

length of one class :

an alternative job :

name of a famous American actor :

what fans ask from their idols :

one example of an exciting job :

one example of a well-paid profession :

a three-letter word to express surprise :

a five-letter word to express disapproval or anger :

3- True or False or ‘Idon’t know’ ’? Justify by quoting from the text and indicate the line number

T / F / ?
Frank McCourt is not interested in his job.

T / F / ?
His students don’t enjoy going to school to attend classes.

T / F / ?
In Frank’s opinion, working in a bar is more difficult.

T / F / ?
Dignity and teaching don’t go together in the States.

T / F / ?
Hypocrisy  was the first thing Frank learned.

T / F / ?
For teenagers, teachers are in fact very similar to parents.

T / F / ?
Children don’t always believe their parents.

T / F / ?
In Frank’s opinion, acting in films is a dangerous occupation.

T / F / ?
He thinks teachers shouldn’t be considered as stars.

T / F / ?
He wishes teachers earned more money.

4- List all the verbs appearing in this interview

5- Complete with  comparatives to compare the various jobs.

cultivated , exciting, glamorous, long, much, rich, tough, well-paid

A bartender works ________________ hours.

A famous basketball player is ________-_________ than an anonymous bartender.

A movie star earns __________ than a teacher, so they are ____________ than teachers.

A teacher is more _______________ than a bartender.

Pupils from ghettoes are _________ to teach.

To appear in a film is _____________________ than to appear in front of a class.

To serve drinks behind a bar is not ________________  acting with glamorous actresses.

6- In the following list, choose one job that attracts you and one job that doesn’t. Justify your choice.
bartender, baseball player, basketball player, cameraman, dentist, doctor, journalist, lawyer, movie star, photographer, teacher

I would like to be a _______________

I wouldn’t like to be a _______________

7- The third paragraph is about Frank’s ideal world. Imagine more examples using ‘would’ or ‘wouldn’t’

In Frank’s ideal world, ...

8- ‘Teacher’: suggest three reforms to make this job more attractive (use ‘should’ = devrait)

9- Do you think these titles are suitable or appropriate?

§1–‘Hard Times’


§2-‘It pays to be frank’


§3– ‘I have a dream’

10- Ask questions about Frank McCourt’s biography

Frank McCourt was born in ____ in Brooklyn.

__________ had emigrated from Ireland.

He grew up in ________.

He returned to America  _____ ago.

He taught in various schools for ____ years.

He has written ____ famous books.

