- The Gold Rush - 

Oral Comprehension TEST

1- What was San Francisco like before the Gold Rush started? / 2

2- Who was John Sutter? / 1

3- What were his ambitions? (two things) / 2

4- Who was James Marshall? Be precise (job, origin, role in the story) / 3

5- Explain in English the expression “if the word got out” /1

6- a- Translate into French the verb “attempt” in the phrase: 

“they attempted to keep it secret”. / 0.5

b- Why is there an emphasis (insistence) on the verb “attempt”? Explain in French / 0.5

7- What is the gold rush compared to? Give the metaphor = a gold…….? / 1

8- What happened to Sutter’s Fort? Tick the correct answer. / 2

( People destroyed it to build houses

( It is still in place today and you can visit it in the Coloma Valley

( Sutter didn’t have a fort; it was Marshall 

( Sutter ordered the fort to be dismantled

9- Grammar: Explain in French what this structure is. / 1

“He was afraid that if the word got out then he would be… he would lose the workers”

10- Bonus question: why is the Mexican government mentioned? / 2


11- Fill in the blanks in the following script. / 6

As is often the case in __________________, major events occur in the most unlikely places. The California Gold Rush is a glittering example. 

California before the gold rush was a very sleepy pastoral ____________________. San Francisco Bay, the finest harbour in the world…. that was _____________. Nothing was happening. 

Trying to make something happen was a German Swiss immigrant, with big plans and a fondness for military attire, John Sutter.

John Sutter’s a very complex person. He had very strong ambitions and _______________. His pitch was that he wanted to develop a rancho in Northern California. The Mexican government agreed to that. He built a fort; he ended up with more ????????? than the Spanish Mexican government had here. He set himself up in a very autocratic sort of agricultural _________________. He thought that he would offer a new Switzerland, a place for settlers to come to; and he would control that situation. 

To provide lumber for his agricultural empire, Sutter hired James Marshall, a carpenter from New Jersey to supervise __________________ of a sawmill on the American River. 

“My eyes were caught by something shiny at the bottom of a _______________. I reached my hand down and picked it up. It made my heart thump… for I was certain it was gold. The piece was about half the size and shape of a pea; then I saw _________________.” James Marshall, January 1848. 

And so Sutter swore everyone the secrecy about the ____________________. 

He was afraid that if the word got out then he would be… he would lose the workers and he would not be able to continue his business. So they attempted to keep it _________________. 

Meanwhile Sutter’s secret had become too good to keep. 

Rumours of a gold find ???????? in the Coloma Valley had begun to spread. 

Gold is a ________________. Pretty soon some samples started to show up and then _________________ gets hot. Sutter’s fort was dismantled in a period of a few months by people who were just taking it as building materials. 

And ??????? and frustration flared. 

Sutter spent the rest of his life futilely seeking compensation for his losses from Congress. He died in 1880, a frustrated and _______________________ man. 

- The Gold Rush - 

Oral Comprehension CORRECTION
1- What was San Francisco like before the Gold Rush started? / 2

San Francisco was not highly populated (800 inhabitants). It was slow. 

2- Who was John Sutter? / 1

He was a German Swiss immigrant.

3- What were his ambitions? (two things) / 2

He wanted to re-create a new Switzerland in North California where he built a fort

4- Who was James Marshall? Be precise (job, origin, role in the story) / 3

James Marshall was his employee. He was a carpenter from New Jersey. He is the one who discovered the first gold nugget. 

5- Explain in English the expression “if the word got out” /1

If the words got out = if the news that gold could be found in rivers was known / spread. 

6- a- Translate into French the verb “attempt” in the phrase: “they attempted to keep it secret”. / 0.5

Essayer

b- Why is there an emphasis (insistence) on the verb “attempt”? Explain in French / 0.5

Parce qu’ils n’ont pas réussi à garder le secret. 

7- What is the gold rush compared to? Give the metaphor = a gold…….? / 1

It is called the “gold fever”

8- What happened to Sutter’s Fort? Tick the correct answer. / 2

( People destroyed it to build houses

( It is still in place today and you can visit it in the Coloma Valley

( Sutter didn’t have a fort; it was Marshall 

( Sutter ordered it to be dismantled

9- Grammar: Explain in French what this structure is. / 1

 “He was afraid that if the word got out then he would be… he would lose the workers”

C’est la structure de l’hypothèse iréelle : If prétérit … would + verbe (c’est le conditionnel)

10- Bonus question: why is the Mexican government mentioned? / 2

Because at that time California didn’t belong to the US but to Mexico.

11- Fill in the blanks in the following script. /6 (0.5 par mot trouvé)

As is often the case in history, major events occur in the most unlikely places. The California Gold Rush is a glittering example. 


California before the gold rush was a very sleepy pastoral community. San Francisco Bay, the finest harbour in the world…. that was slow. Nothing was happening. 


Trying to make something happen was a German Swiss immigrant, with big plans and a fondness for military attire, John Sutter.


John Sutter’s a very complex person. He had very strong ambitions and goals. His pitch was that he wanted to develop a rancho in Northern California. The Mexican government agreed to that. He built a fort; he ended up with more ????????? than the Spanish Mexican government had here. He set himself up in a very autocratic sort of agricultural empire. He thought that he would offer a new Switzerland, a place for settlers to come to; and he would control that situation. 


To provide lumber for his agricultural empire, Sutter hired James Marshall, a carpenter from New Jersey to supervise construction of a sawmill on the American River. 


“My eyes were caught by something shiny at the bottom of a ditch. I reached my hand down and picked it up. It made my heart thump… for I was certain it was gold. The piece was about half the size and shape of a pea; then I saw another.” James Marshall, January 1848. 


And so Sutter swore everyone the secrecy about the discovery. 


He was afraid that if the word got out then he would be… he would lose the workers and he would not be able to continue his business. So they attempted to keep it secret. 


Meanwhile Sutter’s secret had become too good to keep. 


Rumours of a gold find ???????? in the Coloma Valley had begun to spread. 


Gold is a fever. Pretty soon some samples started to show up and then fever gets hot. Sutter’s fort was dismantled in a period of a few months by people who were just taking it as building materials. (Ne compter qu’une fois “fever”)


And ??????? and frustration flared. 


Sutter spent the rest of his life futilely seeking compensation for his losses from Congress. He died in 1880, a frustrated 

and disappointed man. 

Version vidéo de cet extrait disponible ici.

http://perso.orange.fr/mybestenglishteacher/Media_Files/Resources/goldrush_sutter_marshall.swf
