‘Bang you’re dead’ – Plot and summary

The plot

Six-year old Jackie Chester is delighted when his Uncle Rick arrives from Africa with a surprise gift. Unable to wait until Rick unpacks, Jackie goes through his Uncle's suitcases and finds a loaded gun. Jackie thinks it is a toy, the gift his uncle promised. He goes outside to play with it. Jackie's parents and Uncle Rick discover that Jackie is on the loose with a loaded gun and set out frantically to find him. After aiming and not firing the gun at various people, Jackie goes home and asks the maid Cleo to play with him. When she says she's too busy, Jackie aims the gun and fires it at her. Uncle Rick and the parents arrive just in time to deflect the shot. 

Summary of the film 

Merci à Florence BOUNAR et ses élèves du Collège La Boétie - http://college.laboetie.free.fr/index.htm
This is the story of a little boy, Jackie Chester. At the beginning of the film, he is playing war in his garden with another little boy, Stevie. They have a gun : it is a toy, of course. Then, his uncle Rick arrives in a car. He has just come back from Africa. Jackie and his parents go and meet him and they all walk into the house. 

Uncle Rick tells everyone about the war and the bloodbath he witnessed. An uneasy atmosphere is created, all the more so as Cleo, the servant, is late and Jackie's mother is worried. She should be preparing sandwiches for some guests. Jackie is very excited about his uncle's adventures. He is a bit disappointed, for he did not meet Tarzan, but he is very pleased to hear his uncle has got a present for him.

Jackie goes up to show Rick his bedroom and help him to unpack his suitcase. His uncle gives him a few coins to buy some sweets and goes down to speak with his sister. Jackie is alone in his uncle's bedroom. He starts to unpack his suitcase, when he finds a gun. "That's great", he thinks, "this is my uncle's surprise !" Jackie takes the gun and puts his own gun, his toy, in its place. But he does not know this is a real gun. He finds a box of bullets and puts them in his pocket. But before, he takes one bullet and puts it into the barrel. Jackie is now a dangerous boy !

Jackie goes down and starts aiming at his mother and the people in the room. He thanks his uncle for the surprise. "Fancy thanking me in advance," his uncle reflects. But Jackie is told to go out and not bother the grown-ups. 

Jackie decides to go to the supermarket to buy some sweets. He meets the mailman on the way, who tells him to rob the post office to get rich. But he does not realize the situation and Jackie walks on. Meanwhile, at home, Jackie's family realize that Jackie has taken his uncle's gun. They start looking for him in the house and in the garden and ask his friends if they have seen him. They phone their neighbours, but no one has seen Jackie ! 

Jackie arrives at the supermarket and sees a horse that he wants to ride. But he needs to put a coin in the slot to work it. As he is looking for a coin in his pocket, he drops a bullet, picks it up, and puts it into the barrel. There are now two bullets inside the gun ! He climbs onto the horse and rides it. But a little girl arrives with her father and she wants to ride the horse too. As she is too impatient to wait for her turn, her father takes Jackie and puts him down, giving him a lollipop to make him happy. But Jackie is furious, he aims at the little girl he calls the father a " horse thief " and shoots. Luckily, he turns the barrel just in time to prevent the gun from going off and he runs into the supermarket.

Jackie sees a little boy playing with a gun (a toy). He puts a third bullet into the barrel and runs into the supermarket. Meanwhile, his mother, who has found out where Jackie was, thanks to the postman, arrives, looking for her son. She tries to explain her problem, but the people she is talking to are busy and she has to wait. Then, she tries to speak with the manager, but the phone rings and the action is delayed again. Jackie's mother walks around the supermarket to try and find her son. She sees another little boy, but not Jackie. In fact, Jackie is inside too, but she misses him. He is loading his gun. This time, it is full. 

He then meets a lady and threatens her with his gun, but he does not shoot because she gives him some nice food to eat. A few seconds later, the manager of the supermarket makes an announcement to call Jackie. But when he calls out his name, Jackie does not hear it. He is waiting for his turn next to the pop corn machine where the little girl and her father are buying some pop corn and the machine makes a big nose. So Jackie follows the other little boy out of the shop. But the lady who spoke to Jackie has heard the message and tells his mother she has seen her son. They go to the place where he was sitting a few minutes before and find a real bullet on the floor. Then, we learn that someone has just seen him running out into the car park, so Mrs Chester runs out after him, quickly joined by her husband and Jackie's uncle. Suddenly, they hear some shooting. They think it is Jackie using his gun and his mother nearly faints. They rush towards the noise, but it is only an old car's exhaust pipe.

Meanwhile, Jackie goes home and meets Cleo, the servant. He wants to play war with her. But she is busy cooking dinner and she has no time to play with him.

Jackie's parents and uncle are on their way home. Rick feels guilty for having left his gun unattended. They decide to go and call the police. Inside the house, Jackie is telling Cleo to put her hands up. She says " O.K., you go ahead and shoot me, I have made my peace with the Almighty. " He aims at her and shoots. But at that minute, the others run into the house and Jackie's father throws a mask at him. A mirror is broken, but no one is hurt. Jackie's Mum tells Cleo it's a real gun. Jackie runs into his mother's arms. All is well that ends well !

The moral of the story

In his film, Hitchcock is trying to tell us that parents should always keep firearms and ammunition out of reach of children. 

How Hitchcock creates suspense

At first, a tense atmosphere is created : people speak about war, fighting and bloodbaths, then Cleo, the servant is missing and every one is worried. Then, when Jackie finds the gun, the camera shows close-ups on the revolver and on the little boy's eyes. Close-ups on the gun are used throughout the film, with loud music and a strange rhythm, like that of a quick heartbeat. (When someone is afraid, his or her heart beats very fast.)

Then, the suspense and the danger increase, like the number of bullets in Jackie's gun. And the action is delayed regularly, e.g. when the phone rings in the manager's office. And each time some happy end is on the point of taking place, something else happens that delays the outcome.

At one point in the story, we hear the noise of shooting, but we do not see anything. This is an example of how Hitchcock uses the viewers' own imagination to create frightening situations, even though nothing happens. With the help of all these techniques Hitchcock has become "the master of suspense".

