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1. Complete

Type of document

an extract from a novel 

Source/origin


a novel entitled 'The Tortiall Curtain'
First published


in 1995
Author



Thomas Coraghessan BOYLE
His / her job


an English teacher in the USA
Type of narrative

a third-person narrative   (line 2: He patted his arm)
Setting



a hidden canyon outside LA today
Number of scenes

1 
Number of paragraphs

9
Number of characters present
two
Their first names


Candido + América
Their surname/family name

not mentioned 

Their age-group


l.27 a young girl / an old man
Their nationality


Mexicans
How they relate to each other  

2. 'True', 'False', 'We don't know'? Quote from the text

T  / F  /  ?   Cándido and América are American citizens.
F
T  / F  /  ?   América and Cándido are brother and sister.
F
T  / F  /  ?   According to Cándido, it's easy for a woman to find a job in the USA.

F
T  / F  /  ?   In his opinion, América is too fragile to find a job.
T
T  / F  /  ?   The farms around here are looking for workers to pick fruit and vegetables.
F
T  / F  /  ?   América wants to buy a house in Mexico.

F
T  / F  /  ?   He had made promises to attract her to the USA.
T
T  / F  /  ?   At the moment, they are living in a dump.
T
T  / F  /  ?   She doesn't want to work as a maid.
F
T  / F  /  ?   He is going to find her a job in an American town.
?
3. Finish up the following sentences

Cándido's accident was caused by _________________________


a car
América is not very strong, she's as fragile ____________________

as a child
América is pregnant, she's expecting _________________________

a baby
Cándido had promised they would live _________________________
in a house with all mod cons.
América doesn’t want to go back to _________________________

Mexico

Instead of a comfortable house, they were _________________________     at the dump/ on a  blanket
As she can't pick fruit, she intends to _________________________

work as a maid.
4. Put the words back in the correct order

.   in    She    the    to    USA   wants    work    

She wants to work in the USA.
.   a    find    job   like    She    to    would    

She would like to find a job.
.   a    could    have    house   She    she    wishes    

She wishes she could have a house.
.   come    dream    her    hopes    She    true   will 

She hopes her dream will come true.

!   If    only    she    stronger   were    



If only she were stronger!
Vocabulary

Introduction

immigré

immigrant
renversé

hit
se cacher

hide
ville


town
§1

domestique

maid
écharpe

sling
inquiet


worried
dos solide

strong back
malade


sick
tapoter

pat
§2

arrêter


let it go

bourse de l'emploi
labor exchange
livre (=454 gr)

pound
minuscule

tiny
peser


weigh

sévère


stern
sourire


grin
§3

laitue


lettuce
ramasser

pick
rire


laugh
se retenir

help
toit


roof
§4

bois


lumber
cour 


yard
fourneau à gaz

gas range
gratter


scratch
lèvres


lips
morsure

bite
poulet


chicken
§5

extravagant

fancy
mur


wall
se dessécher

dry up
§6

boudeuse

pouting
gourmande

greedy
posséder

own
taquiner

tease
§7

aspirateur

vacuum cleaner
attrait, charme
lure
couverture

blanket
faire traverser 
get across
frontière

border
promettre

promise
ruisseau

stream
scintillement

glitter
trou


hole
voler


rob
§8

au dessus

above
bourdonnement
hum
brume


mist
cuisinière, fourneau
stove
encombrer

clutter
passer la serpillière
mop the floor
piste, sentier

trail
se détourner

turn away
se retourner

swing round
§9

s'enfoncer
o

