Worksheet on Désirée's baby – Broadways 1ère – page 24

1. General introduction

Type of document

an extract from a short story (abridged)
First published

in 1893 (eighteen ninety-three)
Author's first name
Kate
Author's last name
CHOPIN
Century


19th  (nineteenth)
Ethnic group


white / WASP




Type of narrative

a third person narrative  ( I quote line 1: 'The baby was …')

Setting 


the story takes place in the South of the USA in the 1850's
2. In what order are they mentioned in the story? Write numbers

Armand Aubigny

5
Armand's father

13
Armand's mother

12
Désirée


2
far-off neighbors

9

God



8
La Blanche


6
Madame Valmondé

4


one quadroon boy

11

Satan



10
the baby


1
the nurse


3
the slaves


7
1. the baby

2. Désirée

3. the nurse

4. Madame Valmondé

5. Armand Aubigny

6. La Blanche

7. the slaves

8. God

9. far-off neighbors

10. Satan

11. one quadroon boy

12. Armand's mother

13. Armand's father

3. Which ethnic group do the characters belong? WHITE / BLACK / OTHER

Monsieur Valmondé is white
Madame Valmondé is white
Désirée Aubigny is white
Armand Aubigny is a half-caste
The baby is a quadroon
Zandrine is black
La Blanche is a quadroon
The slaves are black
The little quadroon boy is a quadroon
Armand's mother is black
Armand's father is white

4. A family tree

Monsieur and Madame Valmondé have a      daughter      called Désirée.

Monsieur Aubigny and Madame Aubigny have a      son      called Armand.

Armand and Désirée have a      child      nicknamed 'cochon de lait'.

5. Who's who? Match the two columns

1. the baby (l.1)

2. the baby (l.1)

3. the yellow nurse woman (2)

4. Madame (l.9)

5. the proudest father in the parish (l.18)

6. the slaves (l.20)

7. his mistress (l.46)

8. La Blanche (l.63)

9. the negroes (l.91)

10. his mother (l.107)

11. his father (l.107)

12. her husband (l.108)

13. the cursed race (l.111)

a. a slave

b. Armand Aubigny

c. Armand's father

d. Armand's father

e. Armand's mother

f. Désirée Aubigny

g. Désirée Aubigny

h. the blacks

i. the Colored

j. the child

k. the cotton-pickers

l. the little cochon de lait

m. Zandrine

1 j/l
2 l/j
3 m  
4 f/g
5 b
6 h
7 f/g
8 a
9 k
10 e
11 c/d
12 c/d13 i

6. What do these sentences reveal about the characters' feelings or state of mind?

l.3 'Madame Valmondé bent her portly figure over Désirée and kissed her'.

She loves her daughter, she's a loving mother.

l.5 'This is not the baby!'

She is surprised and doesn't recognize the child who has changed a lot.

l.13 'She scanned it narrowly, then looked as searchingly at Zandrine'.

She is suspicious, she thinks the two have the same skin color

l.17 'Désirée's face became suffused with a glow that was happiness itself'.

She is a very happy woman

l.20 'He hasn't punished one of the slaves – not one of them- since baby is born'

Armand is glad / proud to have a boy / descendant

l.24 'When he frowned, she trembled, but loved him'

She is afraid of her husband.

l.33 'When he spoke to her, it was with averted eyes'

He is suspicious, he doesn't love her any more.

l.37 'Désirée was miserable enough to die'

She is very sad, depressed and suicidal.

l.43 'The blood turned like ice in her veins'.

She is stunned: she has just become conscious / aware of the fact the baby is not white.

l. 54. 'What does it mean? tell me.'

She is lost / at a loss 

l. 80. He thought Almighty God had treated him cruelly and unjustly'.

He feels betrayed / punished 

