Broadways Terminales – page 52 -  Worksheet on ‘Southern trees’
About the author 

Name – SURNAME: ____________   ___________________
Gender: ____________

Nationality: _________________

Skin colour: _________________

Occupation (=job): __________________________________

About the extract

Source: ___________________________________________________________________________
Type of narrative: __________________________________________________________________
The setting: _____________________________________________

The narrator: ______________________________________________________________________
The title is a reference to _____________________________________________________________

Detailed comprehension – Choose the right answer(s).

‘Strange fruit’ is the title of a song performed / a movie made / a book written by Billie HOLIDAY.

It was made after a speech / an article / a poem by a schoolteacher called Lewis ALLEN.

‘Strange fruit’ refers to the dead bodies of black people lynched by white racists / the victims of racism in the South of the USA / a speciality served at Café Society.

This song reminds the narrator of her father’s death / her dad’s tragic end / the birth of pop music.

The singer was certain her audience would love the song / was afraid of her public’s reactions / felt personally involved (impliquée) in the song.

Billie HOLIDAY enjoyed singing her famous hit / continued to sing it for the money / wanted to expose the situation in the South.

Racism, segregation and violence were still present when she sang her song / had been eradicated for good / were the result of her protest song.

The two anecdotes she mentions from line 22 to line 34 are very emotional / quite humorous / rather moving.

After performing her song, she would run to the toilets to vomit / start to cry / remain totally insensitive.

For her last performance in Miami, she opened her show with ‘Strange Fruit’ / she didn’t want to sing ‘Strange Fruit’ / the reaction of the audience was stronger than ever.

Who’s who? What’s what? – Match the two columns

(l. 1) Café Society

(l. 3) Strange Fruit

(l. 4) Lewis ALLEN

(l. 6) Pop

(l. 8) Sonny WHITE

(l. 18) Commodore

(l. 21) the South

(l. 23) Los Angeles

(l. 28) 52nd Street

(l. 31) Downbeat Club

(l. 35) Miami

a famous street in NYC

a large town on the East Coast

a large town on the West Coast

a nightclub

a nightclub

a poet

a protest song

a record company

Billie’s accompanist on stage

Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, ...

the narrator’s father

Vocabulary from the text – Find the equivalents

(l. 1 to l. 6)

expliquer clairement

j’ai accroché tout de suite

pendant que je bossais

(l. 7 to l. 13) 

chic, rupin

comme un beau diable

faire passer

le public

me faire comprendre

nous nous réunîmes

(l. 14 to l. 21) 

cela prit

déprimer

effrayée

frapper dans ses mains

le moindre applaudissement

me fait penser à

une erreur

(l. 22 to l. 27) 

bizarre

inutile de dire

les gens ‘normaux’

les gens coincés

les gens trop carrés

nu

une garce

(l. 28 to l. 34)

brisée

des larmes

je me dirigeai vers

je vomis

la force

la scène

malheureuse

les toilettes pour dames

un concert

une aiguille

(l. 35 to l. 40)

je cédai

s’embêter, se casser la tête

un contrat, un engagement

un morceau

(l. 41 to l. 48)

flageller, fouetter

insister sur

la dernière partie

les paroles

pourrir

sucer, aspirer

