Poppies for WW1

The installation is nearly complete:the surrounding poppies which represent the lives lost in the first world war now stretch around three sides of the Tower of London.From the air, they give the Tower a colour of scarlet:a sobering reminder of the human cost of a world war which was viewed today by the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh who walk slowly through one of the poppy fields.The Queen was born 8 years after the first world war ended, one of her mother's brothers had been killed on the western front,her childhood will have been marked by the war's consequences, a wreath was placed on her behalf.

Planting the poppies has been a huge task involving 16 000 volunteers.It's brought home the scale of the losses.

« Planting each individual poppy you realize that's one person's life and it's incredibly poignant and it takes so long to do and these are thousands and thousands of lives that you are representing as you put the poppy in the ground.There are still another hundred thousands poppies to be planted,the final one will be placed on the anniversary of Armistice Day , the 11th of November ,then this spectacular tribute will be complete.The poppy fields actually rather under represent the number of people who died in the first world war.When it's complete, there will be nearly 900 000 poppies here.In fact British and Commonwealth deaths were 1,2 million »
