Audio : Calif. Drought No flushing, no showers
Where I’m standing is a powerful symbol of California’s crippling drought. This is Lake Menisino, in Northern California and it’s pretty much dried up. Normally we’d see people out on the water using their boats but right now this is pretty much a desert. The lack of rain has pushed nearly 80% of the state into either extreme or exceptional drought categories, those of the highest levels and most of the major reservoirs, the water that sustains so many communities throughout the state, those are less than half full. It’s so dry that thieves are actually stealing water! A father and daughter living off a water tank say they’ve been ripped off eight times.
“It’s horrible, we go without showering, we can’t flush our toilets, we can’t wash our hands…
Hearst Castle, a popular attraction for tourists: they had to drain their reflective Neptune pool early, the sparkling blue water has given way to a scapegoat fantasy.
The drought also having an impact on food prices: meat and produce rising as much as 6% according to the US DA. Fast foods like “Chipotle” and “In and Out Burger” have raised their prices.
We’re also seeing a new phenomenon: so called “drought-busters”: people coming through communities looking for water wasters, leaking sprinklers, things of that nature. At public parks some cities are no longer watering the grass and you can see brown patches in places like Santa Barbara along the water front.
It’s been a very long summer and there’s just no end-up sign for this drought.
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